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GIRIDIH DISTRICT 

1. Introduction 

Giridih District, an administrative district of Jharkhand and has it’s headquarter at Giridih. It was carved out from Hazaribag Distr ict on 

4th December 1972. The district which acquired the status of an independent district on 6th December, 1972, has a close linkage with the 

parent district Hazaribag. In 1999, part of it became Bokaro district. Giridih district almost lies in the central part of the North Chotanagpur 

Divison in the state of Jharkhand and the district is bounded on the north by Jamui and some part of Nawada district of Bihar, on the east by 

the districts of Dhanbad, Jamtara and Deoghar, on the south by Bokaro and some part of Dhanbad district and on the west by Hazaribag and 

Kodarma district. 

It covers an area of about 4854.33 Sq. Km and is situated between 24° 02’N and 24° 45’ N latitude and 85° 40’ E and 86 ° 34’ E longitudes. 

The district falls in Survey of India Topo sheet nos. 72 H /13,14,15, 16, 72 L/ 01, 02, 03, 04,07,08, 12, 72 E/13, 72 I/1 and 5. 

2. Administrative Setup 

The town is the Division headquarters of Giridih itself. For administrative purpose the district has been divided into 1 Sub Division & 13 

nos. of Blocks / Tehsils which: 

 

1. Gawan 4. Jamua 7. Suriya 10. Pirtand 13. Giridih 

2. Tisri 5. Dhanwar 8. Bagodar 11. Gandey   

3. Deori 6. Birni 9. Dumri 12. Bengabad   

 

3. Demographics 

Giridih District, with population of about 24.5 lakh is the 3rd most populous district. Total geographical area of district is 4962 

km2 and it is the 4th biggest district. Population density of the district is 493 persons per km2. The district is home to about 24.5 lakh people, 

among them about 12.6 lakh (51%) are male and about 11.9 lakh (49%) are female. 77% of the whole population are from general caste, 

13% are from schedule caste and 10% are schedule tribes.  

Hindus contribute 76% of the total population and are the largest religious community in the district followed by Muslims which 

contribute 21% of the total population all other religious communities contribute 3% of the total population.  Population of the district has 

increased by 28.4% in last 10 years. In 2001 census total population here were about 19 lakhs. As of 2011 census there are 944 females per 

1000 male in the district. Sex ratio in general caste is 938, in schedule caste is 956 and in schedule tribe is 974. Total about 12.5 lakh people in 

the district are literate, among them about 7.8 lakh are male and about 4.7 lakh are female.  
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4. Topography and Climate 

Giridih is one of the eastern districts of Jharkhand and is situated in 

the northern plain of India and eastern plateau & hill region. The 

physiography of the area is controlled by rock types occurring in the area, 

which are hard consolidated and semi- 9 consolidated formations. The 

district represents a hilly and undulating terrain with an average elevation 

varying from 250 m to 600 m above MSL. 

The central area of the district is occupied by the central plateau, which is 

surrounded by lower plateaus from all sides except in the west where a 

ridge connects the central plateau to the Palamu district. The lower plateau 

with average height of 1300 ft is undulating in nature. In the north and 

North West the lower plateaus form tablelands until they reach ghats when 

they drop in height to 700 ft. The Damodar valley occurs along the 

southern part of the district. In the district lies the famous Parasnath hill, 

which has the distinction of being the highest peak of the state with an 

altitude of 4479 ft above mean sea level. 

The district receives less than 1300 mm of annual rainfall. The district 

experiences a subtropical 11 climates with three well marked seasons namely 

winter, summer and rainy season.  

5. Drainage 

The major part of the district is having dendritic drainage pattern, 

controlled mainly by the topography the area. The district is divided into 

two main watersheads viz the Barakar and the Sakri Rivers. All the rivers in 

the district area are seasonal in nature. During summer the flow of Barakar 

River is minimal. One of the major rivers is the Barakar river, which flows in 

NW-SE direction. The Usri Nadi, which flows in NW-SE direction, takes turn 

near Rautgadi Dhirabar nadi near Garatanr village and starts flowing almost 

in N-S direction. 
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