
State Meet on “Use of Space Technology in Governance and Development”  

 

The workshop started with Lighting of lamp by chief guest and the distinguished 
delegates on the dais. Welcome address was delivered by Shri Sarvesh Singhal, IFS, Director, 
JSAC followed by opening remarks by Shri S.K. Barnwal, IAS, Secretary, Dept of IT & e-
Gov., Govt. of Jharkhand. Shri Barnwal spoke about the JSAC and its role to support 
different State Govt. departments. He informed that at present the JSAC has developed 
different webGIS application and eight mobile applications for different departments and 
citizens. For example Main Bhi Police is such a mobile app developed by JSAC, which 
makes every citizen a policeman. Any citizen may report the crime through this app and the 
alert will reach to the concerned police station in charge. However, the technology must reach 
to the common people through the involvement of space technology in such processes of 
Govt. Dept. where the common man is directly concerned. The inaugural address was given 
by the Guest of Honour, Dr. P.G. Diwakar, Scientist, DD (RSAA), NRSC. Dr Diwakar 
briefed about the activities carried out by the ISRO after the national meet held in New Delhi 
in September, 2016. He informed that most of the post offices are geotagged and very soon 
geotagging will be completed for all the post offices of India. The Chief Guest Shri Amit 
Khare, IAS, Development Commissioner, Govt. of Jharkhand addressed the participants and 
stated that technology is more required for common people and integrated system should be 
developed for linking different departments. He emphasized that now govt. departments 
should make use of technology and there should be no hesitation in using the technology. 
Now, the technology is being used by the farmers for weather information, advisory service 
etc. 
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 Special technical session on Bhuvan was started by the brief presentation given by Dr. 
P.G. Diwakar, DD (RSAA), NRSC followed by the detailed presentation given by Dr. Arul 
Raj, Scientist-SE, NRSC. Dr Diwakar demonstrated that the data on different locations has 
been collected through crowd sourcing on the Bhuvan Geoportal. Dr. Diwakar informed that 
very soon ISRO is going to establish a node of Bhuvan at JSAC. Dr. Arul Raj demonstrated 
online different capabilities of Bhuvan with special reference to Jharkhand State. He 
informed that all the mobile applications, satellite data, resource maps etc. may be 
downloaded from Bhuvan geoportal. He informed the participants that there is a provision of 
free training on Bhuvan by NRSC for both the users and developers.  

 

 

Special technical session was followed by technical session- I on Web GIS and Mobile 
Application developed for Jharkhand Forest Dept, Rural Development Dept. And Revenue, 
Registration and Land Reforms, Dept was chaired by Shri B.C. Nigam, IFS, PCCF and 



HoFF, Jharkhand Forest Dept. and Co-chaired by Dr. P.G. Diwakar. Dr. Neeraj Kumar 
Sharma, Scientist, JSAC presented the webGIS application namely Jharkhand Forest 
Management Information System and the mobile apps developed by JSAC for the Forest 
Dept. Dr. Sharma suggested that there is a need for the mobile app by the forest department  
for the citizens through which the citizens may geotag the trees and submit the status report 
of the plantations (roadside, parks, etc.) to the department directly for required action by the 
department. He further suggested that the department may use the space technology for the 
generation of State of Forest Report using high resolution data. Shri Najmul Hoda presented 
the overview of the important completed and ongoing projects of JSAC and presented the 
applications developed by JSAC for Rural Development Dept. and Revenue, Registration and 
Land Reforms Dept. The Chairman expressed his experience using the space technology in 
forest department and emphasized that in one hand the people needs to be motivated for the 
use of technology and in other hand the technology should be fail-safe.  

 

 
 

Technical session- II was on Web GIS and Mobile Application Developed for Health 
and Urban Development Dept. The session was chaired by Dr. D. Dutta, Scientist-G and 
General Manager, RRSC-Kolkata and Co-chaired by Shri Najmul Hoda, Scientist, JSAC. 
The Vehicle Tracking System (VTS) was presented online by Shri Ravish Kumar, Scientist, 
JSAC. He informed that through this application all the Mobile Medical Units of Health 
Dept. can be tracked in live mode by the district civil surgeon. The urban related projects and 
applications at JSAC were presented by Shri Sukant Jain, Scientist, JSAC. The Chairman 
suggested that the vehicle tracking system may be used by other departments also.               
Dr. Diwakar suggested that in the VTS application Bhuvan API may be used free of cost 
instead the Googl API. Shri Ravish informed that the application will be transferred to 
Bhuvan in due course of time. The Co-Chairman stated that the applications already 
developed by JSAC should be explored and used by different departments. 



  
 

Technical session- III was on webGIS and Mobile Applications developed For Home                
and Dept. of Social Welfare. The session was chaired by Shri S.N. Pradhan, IPS, ADG, 
Operations, Jharkhand Police Dept. and Co-chaired by Dr. Arul Raj, Scientist-SE, NRSC. 
Shri Gunjan, Programmer, Data Center, Jharkhand Police Dept. presented the applications 
developed by police Dept. Shri Gunjan presented how the space technology using open 
source software is being used in the naxal operations and crime mapping. He informed that 
the police dept. has own data center and over a period of time has developed expertise in 
open source software for the development of different applications. The Chairman stated that 
there is huge scope of use of space technology in police dept. He expressed that the people 
are not taking advantage of the online services provided by the Dept. This may be due to lack 
of advertisement. This problem needs to be addressed by awareness campaign.  

 

 
 The special session included the discussion on the use of technology by the common 
people. Director, JSAC informed that now the technology is user friendly and available for 



the common people. The mobile apps are user friendly and the people may use them like 
facebook and whatapp. Though there is a need of awareness in govt. domain as well as in 
public domain. On special request of the participants a brief presentation on GAGAN was 
given by Dr. Diwakar. He informed that the GAGAN application may be used through smart 
phone to enhance the accuracy of GPS. Shri S.N. Pradan shared his experiences about the use 
of technology for common people in the Police Department. He emphasized that any time 
any where police is the main objective of police e-Governance, which may be achieved only 
through the use of technology. The limited resources available with the department may be 
optimized using the technology.  Shri S.K. Barnwal, Secretary, IT & e-Gov., Dept., Gov. of 
Jharkhand stated that the people should not restrict their thought regarding the limitations 
while using technology. He informed that earlier only 5 online services were available in 
Jharkhand. Now 135 online services are available in Jharkhand and many more are coming 
up. He requested the participants from different dept. to come up with their requirement 
regarding the use of technology and the JSAC will try to address the problem using the 
geospatial technology.  
 
 

 
 
 
 The workshop ended with the vote of thanks address delivered by Dr. Neeraj Kr 
Sharma, Scientist, JSAC. 

 
 


