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S IMDEGA D I STRICT 

1. Introduction 

Simdega district of Jharkhand state is located in the southern part of the state. It covers an area of about 3756.19 Sq. Km. The Simdega town 

is located about 170 km from Ranchi on Rourkela (Orissa) road. The district is bounded in the north by the Gumla district, in the east by Ranchi 

district, in the south by Orissa state and in the west by the Chhattisgarh state. It comprises of the area, which was erstwhile the Simdega Subdivision 

of the district Gumla and was created on 30th April 2001. 

The district is situated between 22° 20’ 30” N and 23° 50’ 15” N latitude and 84° 01’ 00” E and 85° 04’ 30” E longitude. The district is covering 

Survey of India topo sheet nos. 73 A/ 03, 04, 06, 07, 08, 11, 12, 15, 16, 73 B/ 01, 05, 09, 10, 13 and 

 

2. Administrative Setup 

The district comes under the south Chotanagpur division. It has one sub – division i.e. Simdega Sadar. Further, the sub – division is divided 

into ten blocks namely –  

1. Simdega 3. Jaldega 5. Kurdeg 7. Pakartanr 9. Bansjor 

2. Bano 4. Kolebira 6. Thetaitanger 8. Kersai   

 

As per census of 2011, the total population of the district is 599578 persons. Simdega is primarily a rural district with 94% of the total population 

living in the rural areas. The total number of villages in the district is 450 and 94 Gram Panchayats. 

 

3. Demographics 

District, with population of about 6 lakhs is Jharkhand's the 3rd least populous district. Total geographical area is 3774 km2 and it is the 8th 

biggest district by area. Population density of the district is 159 persons per km2. The district is home to about 6 lakh people, among them about 3 

lakhs (50%) are male and about 3 lakhs (50%) are female. 22% of the whole population are from general caste, 7% are from schedule caste and 

71% are schedule tribes.  

Christians contribute 51% of the total population and are the largest religious community in the district followed by Hindus which contribute 34% 

of the total population all other religious communities contribute 15% of the total population. Population of the district has decreased by -55.5% in 

last 10 years. In 2001 census total population here were about 13.5 lakh. Female population growth rate of the district is -55.4% which is 0.2% higher 

than male population growth rate of -55.6%. As of 2011 census there are 997 females per 1000 male in the district. Sex ratio in general caste is 959, 

in schedule caste is 1017 and in schedule tribe is 1006.  

 

4.  Topography and Climate 
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The Chotanagpur plateau is a region of large physical inequalities and 

presents a rich panorama of topographical features. The general 

configuration of region varies from valley fills, pedeplains, to structural 

ridges. In the district three well marked erosion surfaces are clearly 

discernible. 

Soils in Simdega district have formed as a result of insitu weathering of 

crystalline rock (granite & gneisses), climate, topography and vegetation 

have contributed in the formation of soils in the area. The district is mainly 

a dissected upland of ancient crystalline rocks which covers the major parts 

of the district. Ground water availability in crystalline rocks is considered to 

be poor because of the absence of primary porosity which is essential for 

the free occurrence and movement of ground water. The secondary porosity 

in the form of fractures, fissures, joints etc. develop due to orogenic 

movements aided by weathering, making the crystalline rocks potential 

repository for the occurrence and movement of ground water. 

The town enjoys a healthy climate throughout the year. Normal 

atmospheric temperature in the area often goes up to 42° C in summer and 

it goes down to about 40° C during winter. The average annual rainfall of 

the district is 1487 mm. Rainfall is the only sources of replenishment of 

ground water in the district. 

 

5. Drainage 

The district is forming Sankh sub basin of the Brahmni basin. The river 

Sankh is the main river of the district, which flows north to south direction 

in the western part of the district. The tributaries of the river Sankh are the 

Palamara, Girma, Chhinda, lurgi and Dev Rivers. The other important river 

of the district is the river South Koel which form the eastern boundary of 

the district. The river South Koel flows north to south direction and finally 

joint with the river Sankh in Orissa state. All these drainage is characterized  

by rapid surface run – off. All these rivers are seasonal in nature. The 

drainage pattern of the district is dendritic. 
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