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SARA IKELA KHARSAWAN D I STRICT 

1. Introduction 

Saraikela-Kharsawan district or Saraikela and Kharaswan district; formerly the Princely State of Seraikela/Saraikela is one of the twenty-four 

districts of Jharkhand state in eastern India. Seraikela town is the district headquarters of Saraikela Kharsawan district. The district is well known 

for Seraikela Chhau, one of the three distinctive styles of the chhau dance. This district was carved out from West Singhbhum district in 2001. 

This district is surrounded by the district East Singhbhum in its East, West Singhbhum in its West, Ranchi district and Purul ia district of West Bengal in 

its North and Mayurbhunj, Kyonjhar of Sundergarh district of Odisha in its South. This district is spread over an area of 2815.45 Sq.Km. The district is 

situated between 22°29'26" and 23°09'34" North latitudes and 85°30'14" and 86°15'24" East longitudes. 

 

2. Administrative Setup 

The district of Seraikela-Kharsawan possesses 2 subdivisions: 

1. Seraikela  

2. Chandil  

And is spread over 9 C.D. Blocks and 2 statutory towns and 5 census towns. 

 

The administrative units of the district are as below 

1. Saraikela 3. Adityapur (Gamharia) 5. Ichagarh 7. Nimdih 

2. Kharsawan 4. Chandil 6. Kukru 8. Kuchai 

 

There is total no. of 1184 villages in the district including 38 un-inhabited villages. This district is fortunate in the richness of natural resources. Those 

resources are mostly either minerals or forest products. 

 

3. Demographics 

Saraikela-Kharsawan District, with population of about 10.7 lakh is Jharkhand's the 11th least populous district. Total geographical area of 

district is 2657 km2 and it is the 11th smallest district by area. Population density of the district is 401 persons per km2. The district is home to about 

10.7 lakh people, among them about 5.4 lakh (51%) are male and about 5.2 lakh (49%) are female. 60% of the whole population are from general 

caste, 5% are from schedule caste and 35% are schedule tribes. The majority of the population, nearly 76% (about 8.1 lakh) lives in rural and 24% 

(about 2.6 lakh) population lives in the urban. Rural population density of district is 312 and urban population density is 3736 persons per km2. 

Population of the district has decreased by -48.9% in last 10 years. In 2001 census total population here were about 20.8 lakh. Female population 

growth rate of the district is -49.4% which is -1% lower than male population growth rate of -48.4%. As of 2011 census there are 956 females per 

1000 male. Sex ratio in general caste is 928, in schedule caste is 990 and in schedule tribe is 1002.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saraikela_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jharkhand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chhau_dance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Singhbhum
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4. Topography and Climate 

It occupies an area of approximately 2724.55 Sq Km. It’s in the 209 

meters to 178 meters elevation range. Surrounded by lush green forests, 

hillocks, serpent like rivers and rivulets, Saraikela Town is situated on the 

bank of Kharkai River. The district has not only a rich cultural heritage but 

also has large deposits of minerals like Cyanide, Asbestos, quartz etc. and 

other valuable minerals. 

The district falls in the rain shadow of the Santhal Pargana plateau. The 

average annual precipitation is 1307.6 mm and the average number of rainy 

days is 59. Even this meager precipitation is erratic which coupled with long 

inter spell forces the district to suffer from drought. The predominant 

physical feature over major part of the district is the rolling topography 

dotted with isolated inselbergs except in the Borijore and Sundarpahari 

blocks. A substantial part of Borijore and Sundarpahari block is under forest 

cover. The soil is mostly acidic, reddish yellow; light textured and highly 

permeable with poor water holding capacity. The southern part of the 

district is underlain by Granite-gneiss of Achaean age forming the basement. 

These occur as large batholiths and are intruded by basic rocks. 

 

5. Drainage 

The principal rivers of the district are Subarnarekha and Kharkhai 

Rivers. The general trend of the drainage is from NW-SE and SW-SE. The 

structural features particularly the foliation and joints exert profound impact 

upon the drainage and control the drainage pattern of the district. 
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