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DHANBAD D I STRICT 

1. Introduction 

The district was formed in the year 1956 by subtracting out the old Dhanbad subdivisions, Chas and Chandankiyari Subdivision of the 

former Manbhum District. The district has total area of 2074 sq. km. and is located between 23° 26’ - 24° 01’ North latitude to 86° 10’- 86° 

48’ East longitude. Area is included in Survey of India Toposheet nos 73I/1, 73I/2, 73I/5, 73I/6, 73I/7 73I/9, 73I/10, 73I/13 and 73I/14 of 

Survey of India (1:50000 scale). 

The district is one of the leading industrially developed regions of Jharkhand. It is famous as ‘Coal Capital’. There are mainly two PSUs 

coal lifting organizations functioning in the district namely Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL) and Eastern Coalfield Limited (ECL) under the 

Coal India Limited. Besides the above two PSUs, IISCO and TISCO are also lifting coal from the district.  

Dhanbad District is surrounded by Giridih and Jamtara in the north, by Burdwan (West Bengal) in the east, by Purulia (West Bengal) in the 

south and by Bokaro in the west. The total geographical area of the district is about 2996 Sq. km. (approx).  

 

2. Administrative Setup 

Dhanbad town is the Division headquarters of Dhanbad itself. For administrative purpose the district has been divided into 1 sub-

division and 09 nos. of Blocks / Tehsils which are as follows: - 

1. Tundi 3. Topchanchi 5. Gobindpur 7. Jharia-Sindri 9. Chirkunda 

2. PurbiTundi 4. Baghmara 6. Dhanbad 8. Baliapur   

There are 256 Nos. of Gram panchayat, 1222 Nos. of villages, 01 Municipal Corporation & 04 Notified Area viz., Katras, Jharia, Sindri, 

Chirkunda and Chatatanr. 

 

3. Demographics 

The district, with population of about 26.8 lakh is Jharkhand's 2nd most populous district. Total geographical area of is 2040 km2 and 

it is the 5th smallest district by area in the state. Population density of the district is 1316 persons per km2. The distric t is home to about 26.8 

lakh people, among them about 14.1 lakh (52%) are male and about 12.8 lakh (48%) are female. 75% of the whole population are from 

general caste, 16% are from schedule caste and 9% are schedule tribes. Hindus contribute 80% of the total population and are the largest 

religious community in the district followed by Muslims which contribute 16% of the total population all other religious communities 

contribute 4% of the total population. Population of the district has increased by 12% in last 10 years. In 2001 census total population here 

were about 24 lakhs. Female population growth rate of the district is 14.3% which is 4.4% higher than male population growth rate of 
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9.9%.As of 2011 census there are 909 females per 1000 male in the 

district. Sex ratio in general caste is 896, in schedule caste is 932 and 

in schedule tribe is 988.  

Total about 17.2 lakh people in the district are literate, among them 

about 10.1 lakh are male and about 7.1 lakh are female. 

 

4. Topography and Climate 

Topographically the district can be divided into 3 regions: 

First, the north and north western portions consisting of the hilly 

regions. Second, the uplands containing coal mines and most of the 

industries and third remaining uplands and plains lying to the south 

of the Damodar River consisting of cultivable flat lands.  

The climate of the district is characterized by general dryness. 

It is verypleasant during the cold weather from November to 

February. Thereafter the climate becomes warm. The average 

rainfall during July is 287 mm and that in August445 mm. The 

average annual rain fall in the district is approximately1300 mm. 

The soils of the district are mostly of the residual type.  

High temperature and high rainfall have led to the formation 

of lateritic type of soils from rocks of Archean metamorphic 

complex exposed in the greater part of the district and also from the 

lower Gondwana rocks in the west-central and east central parts. 

 

5. Drainage 

The drainage system of the district is the part of Damodar 

sub-basin. All the rivers that originate or flow through the district 

have an easterly or south easterly course. The Damodar is the most 

important river with an easterly course for about 125 km. streams as 

Jamunia, Katri, and Pusai are originating from northern hills of 

Parasnath and Tundi areas.  
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